Lesson Plan

Grade: 4th or 5th

Objectives:

· To critically analyze three websites

· To use a website check list to analyze websites

· To make a decision on a topic based on creditable information presented on the web

Technology Education Standards:

· Recognize and explain that when using technology, results can be good or bad.

· Interpret and evaluate the accuracy of the information obtained and determine if it is useful.

Materials:

· Computer Lab

· Website Evaluation Checklist 

Procedure:


Day 1:

1. Teacher will grab the student’s attention by asking them if they think everything on the internet is true?

2. Teacher will show class several examples of different websites on a specific topic.  As a class, the teacher will guide students in determining which websites they think are creditable and which are not.

3. Teacher will ask students what it is about the website that they believe makes it creditable.  

4. Teacher will record answers on the board in chart form.  One side will show responses to what the class believes makes a website creditable.  The other side will list responses to what doesn’t make a website creditable.

5. Teacher will then explain that they will be looking at several websites on their own to determine which are creditable.

Day 2:

1. Teacher will take students to the computer lab.

2. Students will be put into groups (group size will be determined based on class size.)

3. Teacher will show groups how to pull up website and how to navigate through the site.

4. Students will begin by clicking on the “Students Page”.

5. Students will read the directions on the page to follow the steps to complete the assignment.

6. Teacher will walk around room to monitor student progress and to answer any questions.

7. Students should try to complete all three “Website Evaluation Checklists” by the end of the period (if time permits).

8. If groups do not finish evaluating sites, they may pick up where they left off the next day.

Day 3:

1. Teacher will take students to the computer lab.

2. Students will get in groups and continue where they left off from yesterday’s class.

3. When finished, students will break away from groups and begin two-paragraph paper.

4. Students will make their own decision as to whether or not they believe students should have homework.  They should make their decision based on the information they gathered from the creditable websites they evaluated.  They will also discuss in their paper which websites were creditable and how they came to that conclusion.   They will use their checklist as a guide.

Day 4:

1. Teacher will lead class discussion to conclude how to critically analyze websites.  Students will share what they learned and discuss what makes a website creditable.

2. Teacher will explain that students can critically analyze any website found on the web.

3. Teacher will explain the importance behind analyzing websites.

4. Students will turn in their paragraphs for a grade. 

