Telecollaboration Planner


Title:   Be My Tour Guide


Author(s)
Name(s):  Kristin Milito
Organization:  Oak Hill Elementary School, Anne Arundel County, Maryland
E-mail address: kmilito@aacps.org


Project Summary:
Throughout the course of this project, students will share information about themselves and the state in which they live in order to further develop an understanding of the geography and economy of their state while also determining why someone would want to live there.  They will create a series of written correspondence to a student who lives in another state.  They will write two letters and create one newsletter.  Through their writing, they will have the opportunity to inform, persuade, and entertain. 


Participants
· Grades Targeted: Students in 4th grade (1-3 classes)
· Number of Classes/Participants: (1-3 classes)
· Locations: In State (our class)/ and Out of State
· Special Characteristics: 4th grade students
· Recruiting:  Posting sites/lists: Classroom Connect, Global Schoolhouse, KIDPROJ, NickNacks!: Find Telecollaborators, and/or ePALS
Posting date: January of the year before the project begins. (September start)
Deadline:  June of the year before the project begins.


Contact Person
· Coordinator: Kristin Milito
· E-mail: kmilito@aacps.org
· Web Page: 
http:/www.studentpersonalpages.loyola.edu/~kdmilito/telecollaborativeproject.html
· Organization: Oak Hill Elementary School, Anne Arundel County, Maryland
· Phone: 410-222-6568
· Postal mail: 34 Truckhouse Road, Severna Park, Md. 21146


Objectives of Lesson
· Outcomes: At the end of the project:
Each class will have examined the state they live in and hopefully learn more about it.  They will also learn about a different state in order to identify similarities, differences, preconceptions, and to add to their knowledge of geography.

Each student will have used their writing skills in the areas of writing to inform, persuade, and entertain.  They will have information from another student about themselves and their state.  Hopefully, they will have a new friend with which they can keep in touch with.

Each instructor will have a tool to assess students’ writing in each of the three areas as well as an assessment of how well the students were able to use technology.  
· Skills encouraged:

Writing
Students will write to inform, persuade, and entertain.
Students will write in the form of a friendly letter and newsletter.
Social Studies 
Students will use information they have learned in Social Studies about Maryland along with other information they have collected to write an informational letter about why the other student should visit our state.
Technology
Students will use word processing software to create their letters.


Resources Needed
· Telecommunications: 
Required: teacher email 
Optional: teacher webpage
· Hardware:
Required: Computer
Optional: Scanner (to scan student pictures: if given permission)
· Software: 
Required: Word processing
Optional:  picture scanning


Activities
· Observation:
Students would have to at different times collect information about themselves, their state, and a funny or entertaining event.
· Discussion/Analysis:  Students would have to collect/think about information concerning introducing themselves, but they can work together to collect information about their state and reasons why someone would want to visit.  Their final topic would need to be approved by the teacher.
· Creation/Synthesis:  Students would have a scheduled time frame in which writing would occur, and then be sent.
· Exchange:  Writing may be sent from the teachers’ email to the other teacher.
· Evaluation:  Each teacher could print their students’ letters in order to collect writing grades.


Time Frame
Time Commitment
· Project Span: 
Start:  September            End:   June
Schedule of Activities
· September- November:
1.  Students will be introduced to the activity
2.  Students would write their first letter and send it by the end of November.
· December-March:
1.  Students would collect information about their state (Our school studies Maryland in 4th grade Social Studies), but students may do other research.
2.  Students would write their second letter and send it by the end of March.
· April-June:
1.  Students will think of their third letter topic and get it approved by the teacher.
2.  Students will write their third letter and send it by the end date of their school’s year.  (This may need to be adjusted based on both schools’ calendar year)


Evaluating Student Outcomes
Outcomes:

Criteria: By the end of the project, each student will successfully write a letter/newsletter to inform, persuade, and entertain.



Class Management Strategies
Observation: Students will need time to collect information about themselves, their state, and think of a final topic for their writing to entertain piece.  Students may work in small groups to collect information about their state, otherwise they are working independently.  A discussion of final topics may be useful to students.

Creation:  Students may need to individually conference with the teacher if necessary.  Students should work independently on their letters.  It may be helpful for students to peer edit or at least read aloud to a partner.

Exchange: All 3 writing pieces should be constructed and then saved in a way that the teacher can access them to email to the other class. 



Project Evaluation
By whom: Classroom Teachers
Format: Printing and collection of letters
Timing: At each of the three deadlines




How to Register
Where: Classroom Connect, Global Schoolhouse, KIDPROJ, NickNacks!: Find Telecollaborators, and/or ePALS
When: Any time from the project’s posting (January of the year before) until the deadline.
Deadline: June before the next school year when the project would start
Information to Include:
Contact person’s name: Kristin Milito
Contact person’s email address: kmilito@aacps.org
School Name: Oak Hill Elementary School
School Phone Number:  410-222-6568

Address of School: 34 Truckhouse Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
Grade level: (4th preferred)

Estimated class size:  26-28
Class website (if available):  http://fourthgradeblogatoakhill.blogspot.com/
